With more than 50 percent of the world s landmass covered by river basins shared
by two or more states, competition over water resources has always had the potential
to spark violence. And growing populations and accelerating demands for fresh water
are putting ever greater pressures on already scarce water resources.In this
wide-ranging study, Arun Elhance explores the hydropolitics of six of the world s
largest river basins. In each case, Elhance examines the basin s physical, economic,
and political geography; the possibilities for acute conflict; and efforts to develop
bilateral and multilateral agreements for sharing water resources.The case studies
lead to some sobering conclusions about impediments to cooperation but also to
some encouraging ones among them, that it may not be possible for Third World
states to solve their water problems by going to war, and that eventually even the
strongest riparian states are compelled to seek cooperation with their weaker
neighbors."
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